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Prison-escape and myth-criticism -- Epiphanic rescue from prison in
ancient myth and history -- "Beginning from Jerusalem" : prison-
escape and the mythopoesis of Christian origins in Acts 1-7 -- Rescue
and regicide : the poetics and politics of group validation in Acts 12 --
"A door of faith opened to the Gentiles" : prison epiphany and cult
foundation in Acts 16.

Der Autor vergleicht die drei Erzéahlungen der Apostelgeschichte Uber
Gefangnisausbriiche mit anderen Befreiungswundern in griechisch-
romischen und judischen Mythen. Eine Analyse dieser Geschichten und
ihrer konventionellen Darstellung géttlicher Epiphanie und
Kultbegriindung erméglicht neue Einblicke in den kulturellen Kontext
und die narrative Darstellung friihchristlicher Geschichte in der
Apostelgeschichte.

Past scholarship on the prison-escapes in the Acts of the Apostles has
tended to focus on lexical similarities to Euripides' Bacchae, going so
far as to argue for direct literary dependence. Moving beyond such
explanations, the present study argues that miraculous prison-escape
was a central event in a traditional and culturally significant story about
the introduction and foundation of cults - a story discernable in the



Bacchae and other ancient texts. When the mythic quality and cultural
diffusion of the prison-escape narratives are taken into account, the
resemblance of Lukan and Dionysian narrative episodes is seen to
depend less on specific literary borrowing, and more on shared
familiarity with cultural discourses involving the legitimating portrayal
of new cults in the ancient world.



