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The Arabic script in Africa contains sixteen papers on the past and
present use of Arabic script to write African languages. These writing
traditions, which are sometimes collectively referred to as Ajami, are
discussed for single or multiple languages, with examples from all
major linguistic phyla of Africa but one (Khoisan), and from all
geographic areas of Africa (North, West, Central, East, and South
Africa), as well as a paper on the Ajami heritage in the Americas. The
papers analyze (ethno-) historical, literary, (socio-) linguistic, and in
particular grammatological aspects of these previously understudied
writing traditions and exemplify their range and scope, providing new
data for the comparative study of writing systems, literacy in Africa,
and the history of (Islam in) Africa.
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This volume documents a range of qualitative research approaches
emerged within mathematics education over the last three decades,
whilst at the same time revealing their underlying methodologies.
Continuing the discussion as begun in the two 2003 ZDM issues
dedicated to qualitative empirical methods, this book presents astate of
the art overview on qualitative research in mathematics education and
beyond. The structure of the book allows the reader to use it as an
actual guide for the selection of an appropriate methodology, on a
basis of both theoretical depth and practical implications. The methods
and examples illustrate how different methodologies come to life when
applied to a specific question in a specific context. Many of the
methodologies described are also applicable outside mathematics
education, but the examples provided are chosen so as to situate the
approach in a mathematical context.


