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Bringing together diachronic research from a variety of perspectives,
notably typology, formal syntax and semantics, this volume focuses on
the interplay of syntactic and semantic factors in language change - an
issue so far largely neglected both in (mostly lexical) historical
semantics as well as historical syntax, but recently brought into focus
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by grammaticalization theory as well as Minimalist diachronic syntax.
The contributions draw on data from numerous Indo-European
languages including Vedic Sanskrit, Middle Indic, Greek as well as
English and German, and discuss a range of phenomena such as
change in negation markers, indefinite articles, quantifiers, modal
verbs, argument structure among others. The papers analyze
diachronic evidence in the light of contemporary syntactic and semantic
theory, addressing the crucial question of how syntactic and semantic
change are linked, and whether both are governed by similar
constraints, principles and systematic mechanisms. The volume will
appeal to scholars in historical linguistics and formal theories of syntax
and semantics.
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Norman Bethune (1890-1939) was a man who had everything, and yet
had nothing. Although he had achieved international prominence as a
surgeon, he was unhappy in his personal life and deeply frustrated by a
failed attempt to introduce medicare to Canada. An uncompromising
humanitarian in search of a cause, Bethune became immersed in the
Spanish Civil War. In Bethune in Spain, Roderick Stewart and Jesús
Majada recount Bethune's achievements in Spain and the events that
led to his decision to assist the Loyalist forces. The narrative contains
Bethune's letters and reports, some of them reproduced here for the
first time, as well as newspaper articles, and interviews with him. It
covers his creation and operation of a mobile blood transfusion unit,
his rescue of fleeing Loyalist civilians during the Malaga-Almeria road
tragedy, and his efforts to aid children orphaned by the War. It also
deals with the gruelling public-speaking tour Bethune undertook on his
return to Canada in 1937 to plead for intervention in support of
democracy in Spain and to raise awareness of atrocities committed
against civilians by the fascist-backed Spanish Nationalists. Illustrated
with photographs from Bethune's seven months in Spain, Bethune in
Spain is a poignant portrait of an early advocate for universal health
care, an unwavering communist, and a crusader for the Spanish
Republican cause.


