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The main theme of the collected essays is expressed clearly in the
following statement by Eugene Ulrich in the beginning of his article:
What was the state of the Pentateuch during the Second Temple period?
Was it basically complete and static at the time of Ezra, or was it still
developing in substantial ways? To pursue this main theme, the
International Workshop on the Study of the Pentateuch with special
emphasis on textual transmission history in the Hellenistic and Roman
period was held on August 28-31, 2007 in Tokyo. Fifteen papers were
read and discussed enthusiastically in the workshop, and they were
later revised based on the discussion for this volume. Those who are
interested in the Dead Sea Scrolls will find the recent scholarly trend in
this volume.
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