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At the turn of the twentieth century, no other public intellectual was as
celebrated in America as the influential philosopher and psychologist
William James. Sought after around the country, James developed his
ideas in lecture halls and via essays and books intended for general
audiences. Reaching out to and connecting with these audiences was
crucial to James-so crucial that in 1903 he identified "popular
statement," or speaking and writing in a way that animated the thought
of popular audiences, as the "highest form of art." Paul Stob's thought-
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