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The author was a member of the British Occupation Force in Japan as
part of the Allied Occupation following the Asia-Pacific War. During the
years he was there, 1946–48, he collected a number of documents
which throw light on the attitudes of the Japanese people in the last
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two critical years of the war and the equally critical first two years of
the peace. Following the dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, never has a nation been forced to switch so abruptly
from the extreme views of resistance in early 1945 to the need for
accommodation with the occupying United States armies. These
materials, some reproduced in facsimile, which include a miscellaneous
assortment of personal documents, propaganda material, military
memoranda and teaching aids, cover a wide spectrum of Japanese
thinking. Since the writers are generally drawn from the lower rungs of
society they provide an insight into the attitudes of citizens who are
often neglected in accounts of the Allied Occupation thereby providing
scholars, researchers and those with a general interest in Occupation
history with a valuable new dimension to our understanding of this
period and its impact on the Japanese nation.


