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This book asks, on behalf of individuals with profound intellectual
disabilities, what it means to be human. That question has traditionally
been answered with an emphasis on an intellectual capacityGthe ability
to employ concepts or to make moral choicesGand has ignored the
value of individuals who lack such intellectual capacities. The author
suggests, rather, that human beings be understood in terms of
participation in relationships of mutual responsiveness, which includes
but is not limited to intellectual forms of communicating. She supports
her argument by developing a phenomenology of h
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Stuart Kauffman here presents a brilliant new paradigm for evolutionary
biology, one that extends the basic concepts of Darwinian evolution to
accommodate recent findings and perspectives from the fields of
biology, physics, chemistry and mathematics. The book drives to the
heart of the exciting debate on the origins of life and maintenance of
order in complex biological systems. It focuses on the concept of self-
organization: the spontaneous emergence of order that is widely
observed throughout nature Kauffman argues that self-organization
plays an important role in the Darwinian process of n



