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""Here is an absorbing and exceptionally perceptive account of how
deep symbols or words of power (which tend to be a culture's
normaltive language) have undergone diminishment in a contemporary
postmodern society. Edward Farley explains that such diminishment
does not necessarily imply their demise since traces of these symbols
remain and invite their rethinking. Two introductory chapters spell out
the character and prospect of deep symbols in postmodern society.
Then follow five chapters, each of which considers a particular deep
symbol: tradition, obligation (duty), reality, law, and hope.
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The form of art called fiction has always been the privileged framework
providing the perfect alibi for facing, framing, and containing the
Other's desire and the strange libido attached to violence: in other
words, there is an ambivalent dimension inherent in the scenarios and
fantasies we enjoy by proxy. Are not the fairy tales of our childhood full
of images of death and violence, whose fascinating presence is
paradoxically meant to make us feel all the more safely tucked up in
bed? After ...
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