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This book comprehensively analyzes the development of interculturally
blended third spaces by the second language learner, beginning with
the linguistic and sociocultural imprints of the first language and
culture on the mind and culminating in the proposal of a phase-model
of the development of intercultural competence. The foundational
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analysis of L1-mediated constructs is followed by an analysis of forms
interaction, concepts of identity and constructs of culture/interculture,
thus shifting the object of analysis from the subjective to the
intersubjective levels of construction and interaction. The focus of the
book is on the gradual development of interculturally blended third
spaces in the mind of the learner as genuinely new bases for
construction. This book takes an interdisciplinary approach, drawing on
research in cultural psychology, linguistic anthropology, critical theory,
language acquisition and second language learning and shows how
culture and interculture need to be emphasized as an integral part of
second language learning.
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Apocryphal and Literary Influences in Galway Disaporic History
establishes that apocryphal stories, in all their transformations,
contribute to collective memory. Common characteristics frame their
analysis: irreducible and enduring elements, often embedded in
archetypal drama; lack of historical verification; establishment in
collective memory; revivals after periods of dormancy; subjection to
political and economic manipulation; implicit speculation; and literary
transformations. This book...
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This publication seeks to endeavour the relationship between material
artefacts and reading practices in ancient and medieval cultures.While
the acts of reception of written artefacts in former times are
irretrievably lost, some of the involved artefacts are preserved and
might comprise hints to the ancient reading practices. In form of case
studies, the contributions to this volume examine various forms of
written artefacts as to their implications on modes of reading.
Analyzing different Qumran scrolls, codices, Tefillin, Mezuzot, magical
texts, tablets, bricks, and statues as well as meta-textual and
iconographic aspects, the articles inquire the possibilities of how to
correlate material aspects to assumed modes of reception and practices
of reading. The contributions stem from Egyptology, Papyrology,
Qumran Studies, Biblical Studies, Jewish Studies, Ancient Christianity,
and Islamic Studies.In total, this volume contributes to the research on
practices of reception in times past and demonstrates the potential
hidden in text-bearing artefacts.


