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Das Buch beleuchtet den Begriff der Handlung in drei unterschiedlichen



Kontexten: im Kontext der Rechtfertigung von Handlungen, der
Lebensgeschichte von Personen und des Pragmatismus. Eine solche
umfassende Betrachtung, die eine Abkehr von der atomistischen
Herangehensweise der Handlungstheorie und die Besonderheit dieses
Bandes darstellt, wirft eine Reihe von Fragen auf: Wenn Handlungen
nicht durch mentale Zustande gerechtfertigt werden, wie kénnen
Personen dann aus Griinden handeln? Wie sind zeitlich ausgedehnte
Aktivitdten von Personen zu beschreiben, und welcher Zusammenhang
besteht zur Frage nach personaler Identitat? Muss flr ein einheitliches
Verstandnis von Personen das Praktische Vorrang vor dem
Theoretischen haben, und was heil3t dies z. B. fur die
Erkenntnistheorie? Mit diesen und anderen Fragen setzen sich die zehn
Beitragenden in den drei Sektionen des Buches auf instruktive Weise
auseinander.

The book illustrates the concept of action in three different contexts -
the justification of actions, people's life history, and pragmatism. The
special feature of this book is that a comprehensive view of this kind
marks a departure from the atomistic approach of action theory, which
in itself raises a number of questions. If actions are not justified by
mental states, how can persons then act for reasons? How can persons
actions over time be described, and what is the connection with the
question of personal identity? If there is to be a unified understanding
of the person, does the practical have to take precedence over the
theoretical, and what does this mean for epistemology, for example?
The ten contributors to this volume engage in an instructive manner
with these and similar questions in the three sections of the book.
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The Jester and the Sages approaches the life and work of Mark Twain
by placing him in conversation with three eminent philosophers of his
time-Friedrich Nietzsche, Sigmund Freud, and Karl Marx.
Unprecedented in Twain scholarship, this interdisciplinary analysis by
Forrest G. Robinson, Gabriel Noah Brahm Jr., and Catherine Carlstroem
rescues the American genius from his role as funny-man by exploring
how his reflections on religion, politics, philosophy, morality, and social
issues overlap the philosophers' developed thoughts on these subjects.
Remarkably, they had much in common. During their lifetimes, Twain,
Nietzsche, Freud, and Marx witnessed massive upheavals in Western
constructions of religion, morality, history, political economy, and
human nature. The foundations of reality had been shaken, and one did
not need to be a philosopher-nor did one even need to read
philosophy-to weigh in on what this all might mean. Drawing on a wide
range of primary and secondary materials, the authors show that Twain
was well attuned to debates of the time. Unlike his Continental



contemporaries, however, he was not as systematic in developing his
views. Brahm and Robinson's chapter on Nietzsche and Twain reveals
their subjects' common defiance of the moral and religious truisms of
their time. Both desired freedom, resented the constraints of Christian
civilization, and saw punishing guilt as the disease of modern man.
Pervasive moral evasion and bland conformity were the principal end
result, they believed. In addition to a continuing focus on guilt,
Robinson discovers in his chapter on Freud and Twain that the two men
shared a lifelong fascination with the mysteries of the human mind.
From the formative influence of childhood and repression, to dreams
and the unconscious, the mind could free people or keep them in
perpetual chains. The realm of the unconscious was of special interest
to both men as it pertained to the creation of art. In the final chapter,
Carlstroem and Robinson explain that, despite significant differences in
their views of human nature, history, and progress, Twain and Marx
were both profoundly disturbed by economic and social injustice in the
world. Of particular concern was the gulf that industrial capitalism
opened between the privileged elite property owners and the vast class
of property-less workers. Moralists impatient with conventional
morality, Twain and Marx wanted to free ordinary people from the
illusions that enslaved them. Twain did not know the work's of
Nietzsche, Freud, and Marx well, yet many of his thoughts cross those
of his philosophical contemporaries. By focusing on the deeper aspects
of Twain's intellectual makeup, Robinson, Brahm, and Carlstroem
supplement the traditional appreciation of the forces that drove Twain's
creativity and the dynamics of his humor. &amp;nbsp;



