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"Most chapters began as papers for a symposium on Paleoindian-
Archaic transitions in North America, given at the Society for American
Archaeology meetings in Salt Lake City in 2005. Not all presenters
submitted a chapter, so others were solicited to expand the geographic
coverage of the volume."--Chapter 1.
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The end of the Pleistocene era brought dramatic environmental
changes to small bands of humans living in North America: changes
that affected subsistence, mobility, demography, technology, and
social relations. The transition they made from Paleoindian
(Pleistocene) to Archaic (Early Holocene) societies represents the first
major cultural shift that took place solely in the Americas. This event-
which manifested in ways and at times much more varied than often
supposed-set the stage for the unique developments of behavioral
complexity that distinguish later Native American prehisto



