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Introduction: St. Louis and foreign relations history -- Gateway to
empires, 1764-1860 -- A city in crisis and a city transformed, 1857-
1883 -- El comercio del valle, 1875-1893 -- New empires, 1893-1912
-- Oll, railroads, and revolution, 1869-1917 -- The Great War and a
new world, 1914-1921 -- Chasing the China market, 1915-1929 --
Depression, war, and global frontiers, 1929-1945 -- Cold War St.
Louis, 1945-1990 -- Reinventing St. Louis in the new age of globalism,
1946-2012 -- Epilogue: St. Louis in the world.

At first glance, St. Louis, Missouri, or any American city, for that matter,
seems to have little to do with foreign relations, a field ostensibly
conducted on a nation-state level. However, St. Louis, despite its status
as an inland river city frequently relegated to the backwaters of national
significance, has stood at the crossroads of international matters for
much of its history. From its eighteenth-century French fur trade

origins to post-Cold War business dealings with Latin America and
Asia, the city has never neglected nor been ignored by the world
outside its borders. In this pioneer



