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A governor's mansion is often the last stop for politicians who plan to
move into the White House. Before Barack Obama was elected president
of the United States, four of his last five predecessors had been
governors. Executive experience at the state level informs individual
presidencies, and, as Saladin M. Ambar argues, the actions of
governors-turned-presidents changed the nature of the presidency
itself long ago. How Governors Built the Modern American Presidency is
the first book to explicitly credit governors with making the presidency
what it is today.By examining the governorships of such presidential
stalwarts as Grover Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson,
and Franklin D. Roosevelt, political scientist Ambar shows how
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gubernatorial experience made the difference in establishing modern
presidential practice. The book also delves into the careers of
Wisconsin's Bob La Follette and California's Hiram Johnson,
demonstrating how these governors reshaped the presidency through
their activism. As Ambar reminds readers, governors as far back as
Samuel J. Tilden of New York, who ran against Rutherford Hayes in the
controversial presidential election of 1876, paved the way for a more
assertive national leadership. Ambar explodes the idea that the modern
presidency began after 1945, instead placing its origins squarely in the
Progressive Era.This innovative study uncovers neglected aspects of the
evolution of the nation's executive branch, placing American governors
at the heart of what the presidency has become-for better or for worse.
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"G.I. Gurdjieff (d. 1949) remains an important, if controversial, figure in
early 20th-century Western Esoteric thought. Born in the culturally
diverse region of the Caucasus, Gurdjieff traveled in Asia, Africa, and
elsewhere in search of practical spiritual knowledge. Though oftentimes
allusive, references to Sufi teachings and characters take a prominent
position in Gurdjieff's work and writings. Since his death, a discourse
on Gurdjieff and Sufism has developed through the contributions as
well as critiques of his students and interlocutors. J.G. Bennett began
an experimental 'Fourth Way' school in England in the 1970s which
included the introduction of Sufi practices and teachings. In America
this discourse has further expanded through the collaboration and
engagement of contemporary Sufi teachers. This work does not simply
demonstrate the influence of Gurdjieff and his ideas, but approaches
the specific discourse on and about Gurdjieff and Sufism in the context
of contemporary religious and spiritual teachings, particularly in the
United States, and highlights some of the adaptive, boundary-crossing,
and hybrid features that have led to the continuing influence of
Sufism."--Bloomsbury Publishing.


