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Issue d’une thése d’Etat et publiée il y a prés d’un demi-siécle, cette
ceuvre majeure de Marc Augé a fortement marqué I'anthropologie
francaise. Mettant en regard les systémes symboliques (institutions
sociales, représentations du monde et de la personne, croyances et
rites) de trois ethnies du Sud de la C6te d’lvoire, Marc Augé y propose
le concept « d'idéo-logigue » : sorte de grammaire irréductible a toute
causalité matérielle, au travers de laquelle se formulent, pour chacune
d’entre elles, le possible et le pensable. Et, de maniére encore plus
novatrice, il montre comment les croyances en la sorcellerie se
déploient au sein de cette « idéo-logique » en véritable théorie du
pouvoir, c'est-a-dire en « possibilité effective d’action sur les hommes
et sur les choses ». |l illustre notamment cette théorie du pouvoir par I
étude d’une communauté thérapeutique située a Bregbo, au bord de la
lagune ébrié, et dirigée par le prophéte Albert Atcho. Se réclamant du
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harrisme, ce dernier avait des 1962 attiré la curiosité de Jean Rouch qui
lui consacra le film Monsieur Albert, prophéte. Since its publication
nearly half a century ago, this major work based on Marc Augé’s state
thesis has had a considerable impact on French anthropology.
Comparing the symbolic systems (social institutions, representations of
the world and the individual, beliefs and rites) of three ethnic groups in
the southern part of the Ivory Coast, Marc Augé proposes the concept
of “ideo-logic”: a form of grammar which cannot be reduced to any
material causality, but through which each of the ethnic groups
formulates the possible and the thinkable. In an even more innovative
way, he shows how beliefs in witchcraft are deployed within this “ideo-
logic” as a true theory of power, which is to say as an “effective
possibility of action on people and on things”. He notably illustrates

this theory of power by studying an institution located in Bregbo, on

the edge of the Ebrié lagoon, led by the prophet...
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As rigid and unforgiving as the boarding schools established for the
education of Native Americans could be, the intellectuals who engaged
with these schools-including Mohegans Samson Occom and Joseph
Johnson, and Montauketts David and Jacob Fowler in the eighteenth
century, and Cherokees Catharine and David Brown in the nineteenth-
became passionate advocates for Native community as a political and
cultural force. From handwriting exercises to Cherokee Syllabary texts,
Native students negotiated a variety of pedagogical practices and
technologies, using their hard-won literacy skills for their own
purposes. By examining the materials of literacy-primers, spellers, ink,
paper, and instructional manuals-as well as the products of literacy-
letters, journals, confessions, reports, and translations-English Letters
and Indian Literacies explores the ways boarding schools were, for
better or worse, a radical experiment in cross-cultural communication.
Focusing on schools established by New England missionaries, first in
southern New England and later among the Cherokees, Hilary E. Wyss
explores both the ways this missionary culture attempted to shape and
define Native literacy and the Native response to their efforts. She
examines the tropes of "readerly" Indians-passive and grateful
recipients of an English cultural model-and "writerly" Indians-those
fluent in the colonial culture but also committed to Native community
as a political and cultural concern-to develop a theory of literacy and
literate practice that complicates and enriches the study of Native self-
expression. Wyss's literary readings of archival sources, published
works, and correspondence incorporate methods from gender studies,
the history of the book, indigenous intellectual history, and
transatlantic American studies.



