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Although the origins, application, and socio-historical implications of
the Jim Crow system have been studied and debated for at least the last



three-quarters of a century, nuanced understanding of this complex
cultural construct is still evolving, according to Stephanie Cole and
Natalie J. Ring, coeditors of The Folly of Jim Crow: Rethinking the
Segregated South. Indeed, they suggest, scholars may profit from a
careful examination of previous assumptions and conclusions along the

lines suggested by the studies in this important new collection. Based
on the March 20



