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The paper takes stock of the debate on the positive link between
output volatility and the size of government-which reflects automatic
stabilizers. After a survey of the literature, we show that the
contribution of automatic stabilizers to output stability may have
disappeared since the 1990s. However, econometric analysis suggests
that the breakdown in the government size-volatility relationship

largely reflects temporary developments (better monetary management
and financial intermediation). Once these factors are taken into
account, the stabilizing role of government size remains important
although little extra stability can be gained by expanding public
expenditure beyond 40 percent of GDP.
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Community colleges play an important role in starting students on the
road to engineering careers, but students often face obstacles in
transferring to four-year educational institutions to continue their
education. Enhancing the Community College Pathway to Engineering
Careers , a new book from the National Academy of Engineering and
the National Research Council, discusses ways to improve the transfer
experience for students at community colleges and offers strategies to
enhance partnerships between those colleges and four-year
engineering schools to help students transfer more smoothly. In
particular, the book focuses on challenges and opportunities for
improving transfer between community colleges and four-year
educational institutions, recruitment and retention of students
interested in engineering, the curricular content and quality of
engineering programs, opportunities for community colleges to
increase diversity in the engineering workforce, and a review of sources
of information on community college and transfer students. It includes
a number of current policies, practices, and programs involving
community college "four-year institution partnerships.



