1. Record Nr.

Titolo
Pubbl/distr/stampa

ISSN
Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Record Nr.
Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa

ISBN

Descrizione fisica
Collana

Disciplina

Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di contenuto

UNISA996214866203316
Folk life
Cardiff, Wales, : Society for Folk Life Studies

1759-670X

398

Folklore - Great Britain

Folklore - Ireland

Great Britain Social life and customs Periodicals
Ireland Social life and customs Periodicals
Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Periodico

"Journal of ethnological studies."”
Refereed/Peer-reviewed

UNINA9910788215303321
Anonymous

Courtesans and opium : romantic illusions of the fool of Yangzhou //
Anonymous ; translated by Patrick Hanan

New York, [New York] : , : Columbia University Press, , 2009
©2009

0-231-51983-4

1 online resource (345 p.)
Weatherhead Books on Asia

895.1/348
Brothels - China

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Description based upon print version of record.

Frontmatter -- Introduction -- Chapter One -- Chapter Two -- Chapter
Three -- Chapter Four -- Chapter Five -- Chapter Six -- Chapter Seven



Sommario/riassunto

-- Chapter Eight -- Chapter Nine -- Chapter Ten -- Chapter Eleven --
Chapter Twelve -- Chapter Thirteen -- Chapter Fourteen -- Chapter
Fifteen -- Chapter Sixteen -- Chapter Seventeen -- Chapter Eighteen
-- Chapter Nineteen -- Chapter Twenty -- Chapter Twenty-One --
Chapter Twenty-Two -- Chapter Twenty-Three -- Chapter Twenty-
Four -- Chapter Twenty-Five -- Chapter Twenty-Six -- Chapter
Twenty-Seven -- Chapter Twenty-Eight -- Chapter Twenty-Nine --
Chapter Thirty -- Chapter Thirty-One -- Chapter Thirty-Two -- Notes

In his preface, the anonymous author of Courtesans and Opium
describes his book as an act of penance for thirty years spent
patronizing the brothels of Yangzhou. Written in the 1840s, his story is
filled with vice and dark consequence, portraying the hazards of the
city's seedy underbelly and warning others against the example of the
Fool.Chinese literature's first true "city novel," Courtesans and Opium
recounts the illustrious career of a debauched soul enveloped by
enthralling pursuits and romantic illusions. While socially acceptable
marriages were arranged and often loveless, brothels offered men
accomplished courtesans who served as both enchanting companions
and sensual lovers. These professional sirens dressed in the latest
styles and dripped with gold, silver, and jewels. From an early age, they
were taught to excel at various arts and graces, which transformed the
brothel into a kind of club for men to meet, exchange gossip, and
smoke opium at their leisure.The Fool's fable follows five sworn
brothers and their respective relationships with Yangzhou courtesans,
revealing in acute detail the lurid materialism of this dangerous world-
its violence and corruption as well as its seductive but illusory promise.
Never before translated into English, Courtesans and Opium offers a
brilliant window into the decadence of nineteenth-century China.



