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French historian Robert Ricard postulated a quick and facile
evangelization of the native populations of central Mexico. However,
evidence shows that native peoples incorporated Catholicism into their
religious beliefs on their own terms, and continued to make sacrifices
to their traditional deities. In particular the deities of rain (Tlaloc and
Dzahui) and the fertility of the soil (Xipe Totec) continued to be
important following the conquest and the beginning of the so-called
spiritual conquest. This study examines visual evidence of the
persistence of traditional religious practices, includ
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