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The latest volume in the successful series 'The Idea of Iran' addresses
the astonishing impact made by Islam during and after the Arab
conquest of Iran in the middle of the seventh century. As the Sasanian
dynasty crumbled before the invaders' triumphant onslaught, its state
religion of Zoroastrianism was unceremoniously dismantled to make
way for the new faith of the victorious desert warriors. Yet why, if Iran
jettisoned its indigenous religion, did it still manage to retain its
Persian language and distinctive Iranian identity once Muslim
governance took hold? These, and other intriguing qu






