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Two unprecedented, striking developments form part of the reality of
many Latin Americans. Recent decades have seen the dramatic rise of a
new religious pluralism, namely the spread of Pentecostal Christianity -
Catholic and Protestant alike - and the growth of indigenous
revitalization movements. This study analyzes these major transitions,
asking what roles ethnicity and ethnic identities play in the
contemporary process of religious pluralism, such as the growth of the
Protestant Pentecostal and neo-Pentecostal movements, the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, and the indigenous Maya movement in
Guatemala. This book aims to provide an understanding of the agenda
of religious movements, their motivations, and their impact on society.
Such a pursuit is urgently needed in Guatemala, a postwar country
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experiencing acrimonious religious competition and a highly
contentious debate on religious pluralism. This volume is relevant to
scholars and students of Latin American Studies, Sociology of Religion,
Anthropology, Practical Theology, and Political Sciences.
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Freemasonry is the largest, oldest, and most influential secret society in
the world. The Brill Handbook of Freemasonry is a pioneering work that
brings together, for the first time, leading scholars on Freemasonry.
The first section covers historical perspectives, such as the origins and
early history of Freemasonry. The second deals with the relationship
between Freemasonry and specific religious traditions such as the
Catholic Church, Judaism, and Islam. In the third section, organisational
themes, such as the use of rituals, are explored, while the fourth
section deals with issues related to society and politics - women,
blacks, colonialism, nationalism, and war. The fifth and final section is
devoted to Freemasonry and culture, including music, literature,
modern art, architecture and material culture.


