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Given the broad reach of anthropology as the science of humankind,
there are times when the subject fragments into specialisms and times
when there is rapprochement. Rather than just seeing them as
reactions to each other, it is perhaps better to say that both tendencies
co-exist and that it is very much a matter of perspective as to which is
dominant at any moment. The perspective adopted by the contributors
to this volume is that some anthropologists have, over the last decade
or so, been paying considerable attention to developments in the study
of social and biological evolution and of
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