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Since the publication of Philippe Aries's book, <em>Centuries of
Childhood</em>, in the early 1960s, there has been great interest
among historians in the history of the family and the household. A
central aspect of the debate relates the story of the family to implicit
notions of modernization, with the rise of the nuclear family in the West
as part of its economic and political success. During the past decade,
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however, that synthesis has begun to break down. Historians have
begun to examine kinship - the way individual families are connected
to each other through marriage and descent - find
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