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Informal relations have been one of the major research topics of the
social sciences since the 1990s. In order to allow for meaningful
comparisons between different combinations of the positive and
negative effects of informal relations on democratic representation, this
book focuses on post-socialist Central and Eastern Europe as a
particular region where formal democratic rules have been established,
but competing informal rules are still strong. A broad spectrum of
related analytical concepts is discussed from different perspectives and
from different academic disciplines, then empiric


