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Brief Lives is an eccentric collection of biographical anecdotes and
fictional vignettes in which famous figures such as Goethe, Petrarch

and Antonin Artaud rub shoulders with impecunious aristocrats, actors
and art historians as well as a range of fictional characters caught amid
the daily chaos of their lives. Here a dead man recounts his experiences
as a Jesus impersonator. A wife reflects on the unhappiness of holidays.
A doctor conducts altitude experiments on prisoners. Lott loses his
mother's ashes in Amsterdam, and Nietzsche dances naked round a
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