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Hitherto relegated to the closets of art history and literary studies,

book illustration has entered mainstream scholarship. The chapters of
this collection offer only a glimpse of where a complete reconfiguration
of the visual periphery of eighteenth-century texts might ultimately

take us. The use of the gerund of the verb ""to reconfigure" in the
subtitle of this collection, instead of the corresponding noun,

underlines the work-in-progress character of this interdisciplinary
endeavour, which aims above all to discern new vistas while charting or
revisiting landmarks in the rich field of ei
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