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In any complete investigation of terrestrial ecosystems, rocks and soils
must be considered. Soils are essential resources, providing water and
nutrients for vascular plants, and mitigating the flow of water from the
land. In addition, soil diversity is critical for biotic diversity. While there
are many references on the agricultural perspective of soils, there is a
need for a basic soils book for those concerned with natural landscapes
and ecosystems. Soils in Natural Landscapes fills this niche, providing a
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thorough introduction to the physics, chemistry, and biology of soils
and


