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The process of construction of national states had a decisive moment
during the period of revolutions that spanned from the end of the
eighteenth century until the mid-nineteenth century. Even if it was a
generalized process throughout the Western world, the majority of
social scientists that have analyzed it have based their theoretical
models on the European and North American experiences. This volume
pays particular attention to the historical experience of Latin America
and accounts for its distinctive regional and national characteristics
through the analysis of cases. It also evokes the
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