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Ongoing debates about the "return of religion" have paid little attention
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to the orgiastic and enthusiastic qualities of religiosity, despite a
significant increase in the use of techniques of trance and possession
around the globe. Likewise, research on religion and media has
neglected the fact that historically the rise of mediumship and spirit
possession was closely linked to the development of new media of
communication. This innovative volume brings together a wide range of
ethnographic studies on local spiritual and media practices.
Recognizing that processes of globalization are shaped by mass
mediation, the volume raises questions such as: How are media like
photography, cinema, video, the telephone, or television integrated in
seances and healing rituals? How do spirit mediums connect with these
media? Why are certain technical media shunned in these contexts?.
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Until the 1980s, historical treatments of ancient religion focused mainly
on myth, cult and ritual as a way to interpret the mental structures or
primary emotions of ancient peoples, but, in the last few decades, a
political turn in the study of religion has taken hold. This volume serves
to diversify our understanding of the political conceptualizations and
implementations of religious practice in the ancient Mediterranean
region from the 7th Century BCE to the 4th Century CE, in both Greek
and Roman contexts. The underlying question taken up here is: in what
situations was Greco-Roman religious practice articulated,
communicated, and perceived in political contexts, both real and
imagined? Written by experts in the fields of archaeology, linguistics,
art history, historiography, political science and religion, the chapters
of this volume engage the plurality and the diversity of the Greco-
Roman religious experience as it receives and negotiates power
relations.



