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From the early day of mining in colonial Virginia and Maryland up to the
time of World War II, blacks were an important part of the labor force in
the coal industry. Yet in this, as in other enterprises, their role has
heretofore been largely ignored. Now Roland L. Lewis redresses the
balance in this comprehensive history of black coal miners in America.
The experience of blacks in the industry has varied widely over time
and by region, and the approach of this study is therefore more
comparative than chronological. Its aim is to define the patterns of race
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relations that prevailed among the m


