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"Benefit-cost analyses hold great promise for influencing policies
related to children, youth, and families. By comparing the costs of
preventive interventions with the long-term benefits of those
interventions, benefit-cost analysis provides a tool for determining
what kinds of investments have the greatest potential to reduce the
physical, mental, and behavioral health problems of young people.
More generally, the growth of benefit-cost analysis as a field of
research and practice represents an exciting and promising trend in the
development and implementation of public policies. [...]  This report
discusses a wide range of issues about benefit-cost analysis, including
the level of research rigor that should be met before results from an
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evaluation are used to estimate or predict outcomes in a cost-benefit
analysis; best practices and methodologies for costing prevention
interventions; prevention outcomes that currently lend themselves to
monetization; processes and methodologies that should be used when
linking prevention outcomes to avoided costs or increased revenues;
and best methods for handling risk and uncertainty in estimates."--
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