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Tolstoy's Anna Karenina is considered by many to be one of the
greatest novels ever written. This study of its morally ambiguous
protagonist, Anna, discusses Tolstoy's troubled relation to the feminine
in terms of the fantasies, hopes, and fears that she represents. In
Reflecting on Anna Karenina, first published in 1989, Mary Evans
presents an original, feminist reading of Anna's life and times for both
students and the general audience. She argues that Anna is the
embodiment of all those female characteristics that so captivated
Tolstoy, and which he felt so compelled to punish in his writin
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