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In their variety, the memoir, poetry, and fiction included in this exciting
new anthology show the transitory nature of the literature of southern
women who lived through a violent and defining crossroads in their
lives. In rare and rediscovered excerpts and verses these women writers
evidence the early hopes of a cause destined to be lost, the
propagandic rhetoric which accompanied it, and the destruction
ultimately visited upon them, their homes, and their families.
Paradoxically, even as these women defended and spoke out for a
cause concerned in part with extending human bondage, they foun


