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This book focuses on the sociolinguistic consequences of historical
contact between indigenous Irish peoples and newer English and
Scottish settlers in what is now the territory of Northern Ireland (NI).
The contact varieties that resulted represent the oldest L2 'Englishes'
globally. Moreover, the degree of admixture from English, Irish and
Scots in the contemporary dialects of NI reflects various external forces.
Naturally, these varieties share certain structural features with sister
Celtic Englishes and indeed with other vernacular Englishes globally.
However, there are other linguistic tr
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Part I. A life with dogs -- Dog fancy -- A dog's life with Dickens:

Timber -- | have taken to dogs lately: the great Gad's Hill dogs -- Dogs
encountered -- Dickens's dream dog : Mrs Bouncer -- Part II. Knowing
his place : the dog in Dickens's art -- Man and dog : Oliver Twist and
The old curiosity shop -- The circus dog and the whelp : Hard times --
The drover's dog : Bleak House -- The essential dog : Dombey and Son
and Little Dorrit -- The defining dog : David Copperfield and Great
expectations.

In her study of Dickens's relationship to canines, Gray shows that dogs,
real and invented, were intrinsic to Dickens's vision and experience of
London and its representation. She makes use of personal
reminiscences, periodicals, images of dogs by portrait artists and
Dickens's illustrators, and institutional archives to shed light not only
on Dickens's life and works, but also on his society's complex and
conflicting perceptions of and attitudes towards dogs.



