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Today many books appear regarding Vatican II. Yet, only very few of
them manage to locate this crucial event in the life of the twentieth
century Roman Catholic Church against the broad horizon of both its
prehistory and its aftermath. This book does just that. In seven
chapters, this volume offers a survey of the evolution of Post-
Enlightenment Catholicism, in the period spanning from circa 1830 to
the present, tying together the renewals proposed by the first and the
Second Vatican Councils. Each phase in this evolution is discussed from
a double angle: on the hand from the viewpoint of theological
developments and milieu’s, and on the other hand from an institutional
and Church historical perspective, thus binding together these two
perspectives and tracing the evolutions within Catholicism in all their
pluriformity.
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