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2. Theoretical Issues

This book presents an analysis of the difficulties faced by native
speakers of English in the learning of Romance languages and in so
doing proposes a comprehensive model of the acquisition of tense-
aspect marking. While L1 speakers of English may quickly learn to
identify and, to some extent, use the Spanish perfective and
imperfective verb endings, the L2 representation of tense-aspect
distinctions among both beginning and advanced learners requires a
comprehensive multidimensional analysis. Through a detailed
examination of new and existing empirical data, this monograph
proposes a new mode


