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Hommes et femmes ont-ils des vies de couple et une histoire parentale
semblables ? Quels sont les principaux changements en matiere de
formation des couples et de fécondité ces derniéres années ? Quel est I’
impact d’'une mesure de politique familiale sur I'activité des femmes ?
La part des familles monoparentales ou recomposées progresse-t-elle

? Quelle histoire familiale pour ceux qui ont dépassé 50 ans ?
Comment, au sein des familles, mesurer le veuvage, I'orphelinage et le
décés des jeunes enfants ? Quel acces les enfants d’'immigrés ont-ils au
marché du travail ? Comment s’opére la transmission familiale des
langues ? Telles sont quelques-unes des questions abordées dans cet
ouvrage de référence qui réunit plus d’'une trentaine de recherches et
met en relief toute la richesse de I'enquéte "Etude de I'histoire

familiale", dite encore "enquéte Famille", de 1999. Avec des éclairages
divers et des theses trés nouvelles Histoires de familles, histoires
familiales constitue un outil précieux a toute personne, chercheur,
étudiant ou grand public, s'intéressant aux évolutions de la famille en
France.
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Romantic bluestockings: from muses to matrons / Anne Mellor -- 'To
dazzle let the vain design': Alexander Pope's portrait gallery; or, the
Impossibility of brilliant women / Emma Clery -- Virtue, patriotism and
female scholarship in bluestocking portraiture / Clare Barlow -- Anne
Seymour Damer: a sculptor of 'Republican perfection' / Alison
Yarrington -- The blues gone grey: portraits of bluestocking women in
old age / Devoney Looser -- Sacred love: Eliza Linley's voice / Joseph
Roach -- The learned female soprano / Susan Staves -- Roles and role
models: Montagu, Siddons, Lady Macbeth / Shearer West -- Hester
Thrale: 'what trace of the wit' / Felicity A. Nussbaum -- Reading
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practices in Elizabeth Montagu's epistolary network of the 1750s /
Markman Ellis -- The queen of the blues, the Bluestocking Queen, and
bluestocking masculinity / Clarissa Campbell-Orr -- Luck be a lady:
patronage and professionalism for women writers in the 1790s /
Harriet Guest.

The conversation parties of the bluestockings, held to debate
contemporary ideas in eighteenth-century Britain, were vital in
encouraging female artistic achievement. The bluestockings promoted
links between learning and virtue in the public imagination, inventing a
new kind of informal sociability that combined the life of the senses
with that of the mind. This collection of essays, by leading scholars in
the fields of literature, history and art history, provides an
interdisciplinary treatment of bluestocking culture in eighteenth-
century Britain. It is the first academic volume to concentrate on the
rich visual and material culture that surrounded and supported the
bluestocking project, from formal portraits and sculptures to
commercially reproduced prints. By the early twentieth century, the
term 'bluestocking' came to signify a dull and dowdy intellectual
woman, but the original bluestockings inhabited a world in which
brilliance was valued at every level and women were encouraged to
shine and even dazzle.



