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Over the past twenty years there has been a significant increase in
underwater activities such as scuba diving which, coupled with the
adventure andromance always associated with shipwrecks, has led to
rapid developments in the discovery and excavation of shipwrecked
material. These shipwrecks are invaluable archaeological 'time
capsules', which in themajoriety of cases have come to an equilibrium
with their environment. As soon as artefacts on the wreck site are
moved, this equilibrium is disturbed, and the artefacts may commence
to deteriorate, sometimes in a rapid and devastating fashion.


