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Surgery theory, the basis for the classification theory of manifolds, is
now about forty years old. The sixtieth birthday (on December 14,
1996) of C.T.C. Wall, a leading member of the subject's founding
generation, led the editors of this volume to reflect on the
extraordinary accomplishments of surgery theory as well as its current
enormously varied interactions with algebra, analysis, and geometry.
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Workers in many of these areas have often lamented the lack of a single
source surveying surgery theory and its applications. Because no one
person could write such a survey, the editors asked a variety of experts
to report on the areas of current interest. This is the second of two
volumes resulting from that collective effort. It will be useful to
topologists, to other interested researchers, and to advanced students.
The topics covered include current applications of surgery, Wall's
finiteness obstruction, algebraic surgery, automorphisms and
embeddings of manifolds, surgery theoretic methods for the study of
group actions and stratified spaces, metrics of positive scalar
curvature, and surgery in dimension four. In addition to the editors, the
contributors are S. Ferry, M. Weiss, B. Williams, T. Goodwillie, J. Klein, S.
Weinberger, B. Hughes, S. Stolz, R. Kirby, L. Taylor, and F. Quinn.
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disadvantaged cohorts -- 5. Government strategies to strengthen
marriage -- 6. The contradictory politics of same-sex marriage.
Marriage is a site of political conflict. It is a controversial issue in the
UK, Australia and the US where there is a clash of values between
neoliberal governments and diverse groups either strongly opposing or
supporting marriage. In the meantime, fewer couples are marrying,
while other family forms are more widely accepted. This book explores
this disconnect by examining policy issues such as class divides,
ethnicity, religion, same-sex marriage, gender relations and romantic
expectations. A top down approach explores different government
policy responses to marriage. In all three countries, there are
differences and similarities in how governments react to the changes in
family formations, but values or 'conceptions of the desirable' play a
significant role. Enhancing stability and commitment as well as
personal responsibility are important for policymakers who aim to keep
'the family' intact and thereby lower the burden on the public purse. It
is difficult for political actors to respond to conflicting and changing
values surrounding the diversity in relationships or to translate them
into policies. There is a strong case to be made for increased policy
attention to adult relationships - and a much weaker case for marriage.
Rich evidence is drawn from interviews with key stakeholders as well as
politicians' speeches, government departmental reports, stakeholders'
documents and responses to government policies, and media articles.


