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This book marks the first attempt to rationalise the meaning of Korean
intonation, especially its boundary tones. Unlike other languages where
various pragmatic and discourse meanings are delivered through the
types of pitch accent (prominent pitch movement on stressed syllable)
and the types of phrase-final boundary tones, Korean delivers the
pragmatic/discourse meaning mainly by the types of phrase-final
boundary tones. This is possible because Korean has at least nine
boundary tones while other languages have two (or, even four or five if
the boundary tone of a smaller phrase are included). Various examples
are given that illustrate this three-way relationship, id est, a specific
meaning delivered by a certain type of boundary tone and a certain
type of morphological marker in natural conversation.
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