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Sommario/riassunto Comment ecrire l'histoire animale, c'est-a-dire du cote des animaux ?
Cette interrogation en amene aussitot une seconde : cette histoire
animale, avec quels documents la batir ? L'experience montre que la
question des sources et de leur traitement est l'obstacle premier a une
approche animale, l'aspect qui, avec le croisement disciplinaire,
intimide le plus les chercheurs volontaires. Cette affaire forme deja
barrage pour les disciplines aux documents imposes, constraints,
restreints comme l'archeozoologie, la genetique historique, l'histoire, la
litterature qui, souvent, sont obligees d'adapter leur demarche a ce qui
reste. Mais, meme les disciplines comme l'ethnologie ou la sociologie,
qui construisent d'abord leur problematique, leur epistemologie pour
choisir ensuite leurs sources parmi les multiples possibles, butent sur
l'« avec quoi ? » et le « comment faire ? » parce qu'elles n'en ont pas
l'habitude. Que le lecteur soit rassure : ce livre n'est pas un fastidieux
repertoire de sources, mais un traite pratique des methodes a
employer, de facon a reflechir a l'« avec quoi ? », a montrer et a
suggerer des pistes et des manieres de faire, a encourager les
initiatives, tout en donnant l'occasion de penser concretement les
programmes, les problematiques, les epistemologies. Parce que
l'histoire animale est entendue non comme une discipline mais comme
un dynamisme dans le temps et l'espace, d'hier et d'aujourd'hui, ce livre
s'adresse aux archeologues et aux historiens, tout autant qu'aux
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geographes, aux litteraires, aux ethnologues, aux sociologues, aux
philosophes, ou encore aux paleogeneticiens, aux ethologues et aux
veterinaires. Et aux passionnes d'animaux.
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Prologue : "Scene of a foul transaction" : the languages of empire and
the Carib War in St. Vincent -- "The principal cornucopia of Great-
Britain's wealth" : the languages of commerce, liberty, security, and
maritime supremacy and the celebration of empire -- Outposts of
"loose vagrant people" : the language of alterity in the construction of
empire -- "A fabric at once the dread and wonder of the world" : the
languages of imperial grandeur, liberty, commerce, humanity, and
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justice and the American challenge to empire -- Arenas of "Asiatic
plunder" : the languages of humanity and justice and the excesses of
empire in India -- Sites of Creolean despotism : the languages of
humanity and justice and the critique of colonial slavery and the African
slave trade -- "A fruitless, bloody, wasting war" : the languages of
imperial grandeur, liberty, humanity, and commerce in the American
conflict -- "This voraginous gulph of Hibernian dependence" : the
languages of oppression, corruption, justice, liberty, and humanity and
the identification of imperial excesses in Ireland -- A "shadow of our
former glory"? : The discussion of empire in the wake of American
secession -- Epilogue : "Against every principle of justice, humanity,
and whatever is allowed to be right among mankind" : standards of
humanity and the evaluation of empire.
This volume comprehensively examines how metropolitan Britons
spoke and wrote about the British Empire during the short eighteenth
century, from about 1730 to 1790. The work argues that following
several decades of largely uncritical celebration of the empire as a
vibrant commercial entity that had made Britain prosperous and
powerful, a growing familiarity with the character of overseas territories
and their inhabitants during and after the Seven Years' War produced a
substantial critique of empire. This critique evolved out of a widespread
revulsion against the behaviours exhibited by Britons overseas and
built on a language of 'otherness' that metropolitans had used since the
beginning of overseas expansion to describe its participants, the
societies and polities that Britons abroad constructed in their new
habitats. It used the languages of humanity and justice as standards to
evaluate and condemn the behaviours of both overseas Britons and
subaltern people in the British Empire, whether in India, the Americas,
Africa or Ireland.


