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When confronted by a range of violent actions perpetrated by lone
individuals, contemporary society exhibits a constant tendency to react
in terms of helpless, even perplexed horror. Seeking explanations for
the apparently inexplicable, commentators often hurry to declare the
perpetrators as ""evil"™". This question is not restricted to individuals:
history has repeatedly demonstrated how groups and even entire
nations can embark on a criminal plan united by the conviction that
they were fighting for a good and just cause. Which circumstances
occasioned such actions? What was their motivation?



