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The Modern Silk Route is offering a potential land-bridge between
China and Europe through Central Asia and Russia that offers a
complement to existing shipping routes, and is attracting growing
interest by a selected number of multinational companies. However, the
main role of the Silk Route is to support the development and
integration of the region. Connectivity to the east and west, over
exceptionally long distances, is critical to the development of the
Central Asian countries, when trading globally and between themselves.
Facilitating trade and transportation across many borders, remains
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