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This book brings together important original contributions to scholarly
and political/policy debates over the disintegration of Yugoslavia, and
especially the war in Bosnia. The analyses are grounded on empirically-
based arguments about social and political dynamics, resonate with
much larger/enduring issues of social science inquiry, and consistently
challenge commonly-held beliefs about the Balkans that are based
more on ignorance, misunderstanding, or outright prejudice, than on
intimate knowledge of the region, its peoples, and their histories. When
first published, some of these essays represented sharply distinctive
analyses which have since then become “common wisdom.” Hayden’s
arguments about how this multinational European federation collapsed
following a severe economic crisis are disturbingly relevant to analyzing
the crisis of the European Union twenty years later.


