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| am Caucasian, five foot eleven, have sandy brown hair, blue eyes, and
am a tender slip of bone. And | am at the hospital. A coming-of-age
memoir for modern times, Bleeder is the incredibly compelling tale of
author Shelby Smoak. A hemophiliac, Smoak discovered he had been
infected with HIV during a blood transfusion at the start of his college
career. This devastating and destabilizing news led Smoak to see his
world from an entirely new perspective, one in which life-threatening
illness was perpetually just around the corner. Set in the 1990's along
the North Carolina coast, Bleeder traces



