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The linguistic analysis of runic inscriptions on the Continent tends to
focus on individual texts or on groups of texts seen as parallel. We can
advance our understanding of the state of Continental Germanic
dialects in the 5th-7th centuries by examining the evidence for the
major sound changes in a larger dataset. The study begins with a brief
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discussion of the Proto-Germanic phonemic system and the major
processes by which the systems of Old High German (OHG) and Old
Saxon (OS) develop from it. The main body of the work consists of the
analysis of a corpus of 90 inscriptions (including, but not confined to,
those conventionally labeled "South Germanic") for evidence of these
changes. Rather than making the individual inscription the focus for
analysis, the investigation groups together all possible witnesses to a
particular phonological process. In many respects, the data are found
to be consistent with the anticipated developments of OHG and OS; but
we encounter some problems which the existing models of the sound
changes cannot account for. There is also some evidence for processes
at work in the dialects of the inscriptions which are not attested in OHG
or OS.


