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"Many scholars of international relations in Asia regard bilateralism and
multilateralism as alternative and mutually exclusive approaches to
security co-operation in the region, arguing that eventually multilateral
associations such as ASEAN will in time replace the system of bilateral
alliances which were the predominant form of security co-operation in
Cold War times and which continue as the primary means of the United
States' engagement with the region, for example the US alliances with
Japan and South Korea. This book contends, on the other hand, that
bilateralism and multilateralism are not mutually exclusive, and that
bilateralism is likely to continue strong even as multilateralism
strengthens"--Provided by publisher.


