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Indian peoples made some four hundred treaties with the United States
between the American Revolution and 1871, when Congress prohibited
them. They signed nine treaties with the Confederacy, as well as
countless others over the centuries with Spain, France, Britain, Mexico,
the Republic of Texas, Canada, and even Russia, not to mention
individual colonies and states. In retrospect, the treaties seem like well-
ordered steps on the path of dispossession and empire. The reality was
far more complicated. In Pen and Ink Witchcraft, eminent Native
American historian Colin G. Calloway narrates the hi
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