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Unlike the more forthrightly mythic origins of other urban centers-

think Rome via Romulus and Remus or Mexico City via the god
Huitzilopochtli-Los Angeles emerged from a smoke-and-mirrors
process that is simultaneously literal and figurative, real and imagined,
material and metaphorical, physical and textual. Through penetrating
analysis and personal engagement, Vincent Brook uncovers the many
portraits of this ever-enticing, ever-ambivalent, and increasingly
multicultural megalopolis. Divided into sections that probe Los
Angeles's checkered history and reflect on Hollywood's own self-
reflections, the book shows how the city, despite considerable
remaining challenges, is finally blowing away some of the smoke of its
not always proud past and rhetorically adjusting its rear-view mirrors.
Part | is a review of the city's history through the early 1900's, focusing
on the seminal 1884 novel Ramona and its immediate effect, but also
exploring its ongoing impact through interviews with present-day
Tongva Indians, attendance at the 88th annual Ramona pageant, and
analysis of its feature film adaptations. Brook deals with Hollywood as
geographical site, film production center, and frame of mind in Part II.
He charts the events leading up to Hollywood's emergence as the
world's movie capital and explores subsequent developments of the
film industry from its golden age through the so-called New

Hollywood, citing such self-reflexive films as Sunset Blvd., Singin' in the
Rain, and The Truman Show. Part Ill considers LA noir, a subset of film
noir that emerged alongside the classical noir cycle in the 1940's and
1950's and continues today. The city's status as a privileged noir site is
analyzed in relation to its history and through discussions of such key
LA noir novels and films as Double Indemnity, Chinatown, and Crash. In
Part IV, Brook examines multicultural Los Angeles. Using media texts as
signposts, he maps the history and contemporary situation of the city's
major ethno-racial and other minority groups, looking at such films as
Mi Familia (Latinos), Boyz N the Hood (African Americans), Charlotte
Sometimes (Asians), Falling Down (Whites), and The Kids Are All Right
(LGBT).
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Introduction: Has cycling got a boost from the pandemic?- ‘School
Streets’ and the adaptation London'’s state-led tactical urbanism during
COVID-19 -- Public action in times of crisis: Trajectories of cycling
policies in four French cities -- Press discourse on cycling before,
during, and after the first COVID-19 lockdown in France. The rise of
the user-group voice -- Tactical urbanism to develop cycling
infrastructures: The implementation of COVID cycle lanes in
Switzerland -- Temporary urbanism in pandemic times—Disruption
and continuity of public action in Montreal -- Pop-up bike lanes and
temporary shared spaces in Vienna during the COVID-19 pandemic --
The spatial dimension of “pop-up cycle paths” in metropolitan areas: A
comparative study of France and Colombia -- Cycling in Bogota during
a pandemic. The influence of tactical urbanism and perceived in-
security on bicycle usage -- Changing cycling practices and Covid cycle
lanes in five French cities.

This open access book provides insight on how the tactical urbanism



has the capacity to influence change in mobility practices such as
cycling. COVID-19 crisis prompted the public authorities to rethink the
use of public space in order to develop means of transport that are
both efficient and adapted to the health context and their effects on
cycling practices in Europe, North, and South America. Its contributors
collectively reveal and evidence through policies analysis, mapping, and
innovative qualitative analysis bridging video and interviews, how those
new infrastructures and policies can be a trigger for change in a
context of mobility transition. This book provides an important element
on the way local authorities can act in a quicker and more agile way.
While some decisions are specific to the context of the beginning of the
pandemic, the analysis offers lessons on the way to implement the
transition toward a low-carbon mobility, on the importance of
processes based on trials and errors, on the political stakes of
reallocating road space.



