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After decades of stagnation, the size of Latin America's middle class
recently expanded to the point where, for the first time ever, the
number of people in poverty is equal to the size of the middle class.
This volume investigates the nature, determinants and possible
consequences of this remarkable process of social transformation. We
propose an original definition of the middle class, tailor-made for Latin
America, centered on the concept of economic security and thus a low
probability of falling into poverty. Given our definition of the middle
class, there are four, not three, classes...


