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In March 1863, after Northern general Benjamin F. Butler demanded the
recall of the French consul-general, an unabashed Confederate
sympathizer, from Union-occupied New Orleans, Charles Prosper
Fauconnet assumed the duties of acting consul. A seasoned diplomat
who had risen slowly through the ranks in Latin America and the United
States, Fauconnet quickly and effectively repaired the rift between local
French and American authorities while striving valiantly to safeguard
the interests of his government and the French nationals who found
themselves literally and figuratively caught in the
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